Letter from the Vicar
If you have fruit bushes or apple trees in your garden then I imagine they are laden with fruit this year. It seems that the right combination of rain and sun has made it a bumper year. Outside the back door of the Vicarage we have a raspberry bush which has provided what seems to have been an endless supply of fruit all summer. Similarly, only a few days ago we were out walking and came upon a crab apple tree in the middle of nowhere laden with fruit waiting to be picked (the location is available from me for a small fee!)

Every time I see trees laden with fruit, hedgerows bursting with blackberries I’m reminded of the great abundance of nature. Nurtured and tended, it is amazing how much abundance we find in cared for vegetable patches or regularly watered plants. But more than that, I am amazed by the abundance of the uncultivated hedgerows and byways all around us.

At this time of harvest this abundance of abundance reminds me of two things. The first is that we live in a world where there is plenty. Plenty of food, plenty of water, plenty for everyone. The problem is that human choice means that whilst we have too much, others have too little. The second is that all the abundance we experience at this time of year acts for me as a glimpse into the abundance of God’s love revealed to us in Jesus Christ. God does not give us just enough of himself, God gives us an abundance – whether shown in the turning of the water into wine or the feeding of the five thousand.

In this Harvest season, we give thanks to God for this abundance. For the skill and hard work of farmers who cultivate and steward this abundance. For the enthusiasm of people who collect and use the wild fruits of this abundance. We remember our responsibility to share this abundance with those in need both near at home and far away. But above all we give thanks to God for revealing to us again these signs of his abundant, overflowing love all around us.

On Sunday 9 October at 9.30am at All Hallows’ Henshaw we will be celebrating all the abundance of creation in our Harvest Festival. Everyone is very welcome as we bring harvest offerings for those who need them most, and we give thanks to God for all the abundance of his creation.
Benjamin

CHURCH NEWS 
MU – Wednesday 28 October – Holy Communion. Members’ meeting at Haydon Bridge.
NOTES AND NOTICES
Haltwhistle Garden Club

Monday 10 October – talk by Louise Stoddart from Newton Rigg, ‘Creative, Quirky Container Gardening’, 7.30 pm at the Comrades Club. All welcome.
South Tyne Wildlife Group
Tuesday 11 October – ‘Red Kites Return’ with Harold Dobson. An update of the project. At 7.30 pm at the Comrades Club, £3 – all welcome.
WI – Wednesday 12 October at 7 pm Village Hall

Val Boyle ‘The Courageous Countess, Mary Eleanor Bowes’; hostesses: Doreen Palmer and Sue McEwan; competition ‘an old necklace’; stall: ‘bring and buy’. Visitors, so please bring a contribution to supper.
Sunday 23 October – Highlights presents at the Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Farnham Maltings and Bucket Club co-production of ‘Launch Party’ – a new play about twin sisters whose lives take them in very different directions. One is an astronaut and the other a home bird. Tickets from Geeta (344424) or at the door. Adults £7.50, child £6.50, family £26.
Also on Friday 28 October at 7.30 pm at Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle ‘Capability Brown the Eye-Catcher’ based on the life of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown in the 300th anniversary year of his birth. With music from the period, visuals and puppetry. Tickets from Di on 320260.
Tuesday 25 October - ‘Film and Food Night’ 7 pm General Havelock
Meal followed by the film ‘Lady in the Van’.  Booking necessary - £8 for meal and film – contact Joanna on 684376 for details.
Wednesday 26 October – Bingo Night (£5 for 6 books) 7.30 pm Village Hall - wine, juice, popcorn and snacks available, everyone welcome.
South Tyne Sustainability

AGM – Monday 7 November at 7 pm at Kasteale Cafe in Haltwhistle.
A review of this year’s activities and plans for 2017, all welcome.
Late Night Shopping in Haltwhistle on Friday 25 November – 4-8 pm. Contact Julie Gibbon if you would like a stall (344383).

Green Christmas Craft Fair and Farmers Market at Greenhead on Sunday 11 December from 10 to 2.30 pm. If you would like a craft stall contact Sue on 01697747359 or a food stall contact Bill and Jenny Jefferson 0169774682.
	
	
	ROTAS
	
	

	OCTOBER
	CHURCH
	WARDEN
	SIDESMAN
	FLOWERS

	2 October
	Beltingham
	Galbraith
	Weir/
Scott
	Harding/
Storey

	9 October
	Henshaw
	Storrie
	Rowlands/
Hewitt
	          “

	16 October
	Henshaw
	Adams
	Walker/
Palmer
	Weir/
Slater

	23 October
	Beltingham
	Storey
	McKenna/
Slater
	“

	30 October
4 pm
	Henshaw
	Green
	Collingwood
	Furlong/
Thompson

	6 November
	Henshaw
	Storrie
	Collingwood/Scott
	“


	VICAR 
	The Rev’d Dr Benjamin Carter

The Vicarage, Station Yard, Haydon Bridge NE47 6LL.  Email: revbenjamincarter@gmail.com 
	688196

	WARDENS
	Mrs A Galbraith, The Old Vicarage, Beltingham, Bardon Mill NE47 7BZ
Mr Adrian Storrie, Barcombe Grove, Westwood, Bardon Mill NE47 7JF
	344702

344494

	DEPUTIES
	Mrs P Storey, Hill Top, Thorngrafton, Bardon Mill
Mr W Green
Mrs C Adams, 3 Burnside, Westwood NE47 7JU
	344436
601115
344398

	PCC
	Hon Secretary:  Miss J Simpson, 2 Wilsons Cottages Henshaw
Hon Treasurer:  Mrs M J Fleming, West Wantage, Beltingham
	344599


	Gift Aid Recorder
	Mr J G Galbraith, The Old Vicarage, Beltingham, Bardon Mill NE47 7BZ
	344702

	Newsletter Editor
	Mrs E Scott, Greenbanks, Westwood NE47 7JG
	344582


Items for publication to reach editors by 22nd of the month please either by phone (344582) or to Sally Gill at sallyagill@aol.com.
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	SERVICES
	

	OCTOBER
	BELTINGHAM/

HENSHAW
	HAYDON BRIDGE

	2 October
Trinity 19
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist (BCP) – Beltingham
	11 am Parish Eucharist + Storybook Church

	9 October

Trinity 20
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist (Harvest) + Storybook Church – Henshaw
	11 am Parish Eucharist

	16 October
Trinity 21
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist - Henshaw 
	11 am Parish Eucharist (BCP)

	23 October
Last after Trinity
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist – Beltingham
	11 am Parish Eucharist
3 pm Evening Worship Haydon Old Church

	Saturday

29 October
	10.30 am – Messy Church - Henshaw

	30 October

All Saints Day
	10 am – Joint Eucharist – Haydon Bridge

	
	4 pm All Souls’ Service -

Henshaw
	6 pm All Souls’ Service 

	6 November

3 before Advent
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist (BCP) – Henshaw
	11 am Parish Eucharist + Storybook Church
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