Letter from the Vicar
The beginning of Lent coincides exactly with the beginning of this month with Ash Wednesday falling on 1 March. With all of Lent in March this gives us a chance to reflect on the season of Lent as it is, rather than Lent in contrast to the weeks prior to it, or Lent as it moves towards its conclusion in commemoration and celebrations of Holy Week and Easter (that’s for next month).

This separation is helpful because it reminds us that Lent exists not just as a preparation for Easter but as a season in the Church’s year in its own right. The ‘forty days and forty nights’ of Lent commemorate Jesus’ time in the wilderness which comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, directly after his Baptism by John and his proclamation as God’s beloved. 

If we look to the Gospel account of Jesus’ time in the wilderness it leads us to two themes that we might reflect on this month. The first is God’s generosity. This might seem strange as we think of Jesus’ own fast in the wilderness and those fasts from chocolate or alcohol that many still keep in Lent. But when, in the Gospel account, Jesus is tempted by the Devil to create bread out of a stone Jesus calls to mind God’s generosity in all things: “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4). Lent is a time for us to reflect on God’s generosity. At our last Messy Church we thought about this through the resources of “40 acts” (40acts.org.uk) which challenges us to do something generous each day in Lent. You can sign up on the website to a daily reflection and personal challenge to follow. I’m going to try to keep to this myself, perhaps it is something you would like to do also?

The second theme we can reflect on in Lent is prayer. At the beginning of his ministry Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to reflect and pray on God’s presence. Through Lent we, as a Church, will be thinking about this as we follow a Pilgrim Lent course on the ‘Lord’s Prayer.’ Words so many of us know without even thinking, but such a rich resource for us all to draw on as we enter this time of reflection on the form and nature of God’s generous love to us all. If you would like to know more about this course, or join one of the groups studying it, please let me know.



Benjamin
CHURCH NEWS 
MU –  Friday 3 March ‘Women’s World Day of Prayer’ St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge; Wednesday 22 March ‘Lady Day HC & Members Meeting’, Henshaw (Rev Dr John Harrison); Saturday 25 March ‘Mothers Day Coffee Morning’, Community Centre, Haydon Bridge; Friday 31 March, Diocesan Council at 10 for 10.30 am, Kingston Park.
PCC – Thursday 9 March in the Church Room at 7.30 pm.
Messy Church – Volunteer helpers needed, contact Sheila Walker on 322369.
NOTES AND NOTICES
WI – Wednesday 8 March – Carol Nicholson ‘Art of Glass Studio’; hostesses: Judy Potts & Mary Reed; competition: a crystal item; stall: bring & buy. We will have visitors so please bring a contribution to supper.
Sunday 12 March - Dommy B in ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’  

Workshop 2-3 pm, performance 4 pm at the Village Hall
Highlights present a wonderful new family show for ages 5+ adapted from Aesop’s fable. Performed to live music by award-winning poet Dommy B and Vela Vox. Jamie’ job is to look after sheep. If the wolf comes he must shout WOLF!  However, he shouts so many times the villagers ignore him – what happens now when the wolf comes? Tickets from Geeta on 344424 or at the door (workshop tickets need to be booked).
Haltwhistle Garden Club  - Monday 13 March at 7.30 pm at the Comrades Club – Andrew Davenport ‘Organic Principles and the Wormery’.
South Tyne Wildlife Group - Tuesday 14 March at 7.30 pm, The Comrades Club - Ian Jackson (Geologist) ‘50 Shades of Grey’ – all you never wanted to know about the Whin Sill. £3 on the door – all welcome.
Friday 17 March - Highlights present ‘The Hut People’ at Holy Cross Church, Haltwhistle at 7.30 pm. Tickets from 320260. A selection of high octane folk music from around the world.
Hexham Debates - Saturday 18 March from 11-12.30 pm at St Mary’s Centre, St Mary’s R C Church, Hencotes, Hexham. Hari Shukla, ‘Working for racial and religious harmony in the North East’. 
STCC - Tuesday 28 March ‘Film & Food Night’ at the General Havelock
‘La Famille Belier’ – a captivating new star is born in La Famille Belier, 

Eric Lartigan’s fabulous heart-felt comedy hit about a girl whose close bond to her hearing-impaired family is challenged by the discovery of an extraordinary talent for music. Booking necessary - £8 for meal and film – contact Joanna on 684376 for details.
South Tyne Sustainability on Saturdays 1 & 15 April at Haltwhistle Market Place, with ideas and free seeds to help you start growing your own. More information on www.southtynesustainability.org.uk.

Café Scientifique -Tuesday 4 April in the Village Hall from 7-9 pm, £5 (including refreshments). Talk by Dr Robert Bluck on ‘Buddhism: Science, Philosophy or Religion?’ 
PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE

£4 for the year (£8 if posted please) payable to your local distributor or send to Keith Brunton at Whitegates Henshaw NE47 7EP. Cheques payable to ‘Beltingham with Henshaw PCC (Magazine Account)’.
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	VICAR 
	The Rev’d Dr Benjamin Carter

The Vicarage, Station Yard, Haydon Bridge NE47 6LL.  Email: revbenjamincarter@gmail.com 
	688196

	WARDENS
	Mrs A Galbraith, The Old Vicarage, Beltingham, Bardon Mill NE47 7BZ
Mr Adrian Storrie, Barcombe Grove, Westwood, Bardon Mill NE47 7JF
	344702

344494
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	Mrs P Storey, Hill Top, Thorngrafton, Bardon Mill
Mr W Green
Mrs C Adams, 3 Burnside, Westwood NE47 7JU
	344436
601115
344398

	PCC
	Hon Secretary:  Miss J Simpson, 2 Wilsons Cottages Henshaw
Hon Treasurer:  Mrs M J Fleming, West Wantage, Beltingham
	344599


	Gift Aid Recorder
	Mr J G Galbraith, The Old Vicarage, Beltingham, Bardon Mill NE47 7BZ
	344702

	Newsletter Editor
	Mrs E Scott, Greenbanks, Westwood NE47 7JG
	344582


Items for publication to reach editors by 22nd of the month please either by phone (344582) or to Sally Gill at sallyagill@aol.com.
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	SERVICES
	

	MARCH
	BELTINGHAM/

HENSHAW
	HAYDON BRIDGE

	1 March

Ash Wednesday
	7.30 pm Eucharist with Ashing – Haydon Bridge

	5 March

1st in Lent
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist –

Beltingham
	11 am Parish Eucharist + Storybook Church

	12 March
2nd in Lent
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist + Storybook Church - Henshaw 
	11 am Parish Eucharist

	19 March

3rd in Lent
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist – Henshaw
	11 am Parish Eucharist

	Saturday

25 March
	10.30 am Messy Church - Henshaw

	26 March

Mothering Sunday
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist - Henshaw
	11 am Parish Eucharist

	
	
	5 pm Evening Worship Haydon Old Church

	2 April

5th in Lent
	9.30 am Parish Eucharist – Beltingham
	11 am Parish Eucharist + Storybook Church
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